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					    Puslapis iš Enciklopedijos Lietuvai ir Pasauliui (ELIP).

					

					
					
					
					Šis puslapis nebuvo peržiūrėtas
A BRIDGE IS A BONO BETWEEN PEOPLE, COUNTRIES, PLANETS;
IT MEANS APPROACHING OF PEOPLE TO EACH OTHER;
IT IS A CREATION OF HUMAN COMMUNICATION ...

Lithuanian bridges are first mentioned in the versed Livonian chronicles in approx. 1290. Scouts of the
Teutonic Order mentioned Varnalė Bridge on the road Gargždai-Varniai-Šiauliai, and the bridge across the Kražantė
River near Kražiai settlement in their reports. They also listed some local places where bridges were necessary.

In 1323 the Great Duke Gediminas wrote letters to the cities in Western Europe inviting craftsmen and
salesmen to come to the Great Duchy of Lithuania for business and assured that overland routes and waterways
were free for communication. The biggest Lithuanian rivers: the Nemunas, the Neris, the Šventoji, the Nevėžis, the
Dubysa, the Šešupė, the Jūra, the Mūša, the Lėvuo, etc. were important for communication. Before bridges were
built people used to cross rivers by bo ats or rafts.

In the old days the construction of bridges was closely related to military needs. Lithuanian dukes used to
contruct bridges across the biggest rivers in Lithuania before military marches. A lot of bridges were built on the way of the
Great Duke Vytautas to the East. The bridge across the Vysla River was also constructed by the order of Vytautas Magnus for
his military campaign to the famous Žalgiris battle against the Teutonic Order.

The oldest bridges in Lithuania were made of timber. The first bridge of stone masonry was constructed in
Vilnius in the end of the XVI century. In the XIII-XIV centuries temporary bridges were often built for the army to
march on military campaigns.

In the XV-XVIII centuries there was a toll for passing across a bridge in Lithuania. The collected money from
public bridge tolling used to come to the Treasury. The toll collection was leased out to private persons. The Parliament
used to grant privileges to build a bridge and to collect the toll as well as used to set the amount of the toll.

After the third division of the United Republic of Lithuania and Poland, Russia was governing the major part
of Lithuania. The Russian Prime Minister decreed an order to pave the main roads through larger towns and to build
bridges across the main rivers. Financial recourses were collected from the fines for the bad care of roads.

When the road Saint Petersburg-Warsaw via Daugavpils, Zarasai, Ukmergė, Kaunas, Marijampolė, Suvalkai
was constructed in 1830-1836 the communication was still disturbed by the lack of bridges across the Nemunas
River and the Neris River: only ferries operated at the time. Only after Kaunas road was properly repaired in 1853, a
bo at bridge was built across the Nemunas River.

A few timber bridges across the Mūša River, the Dubysa River, the Ančia River, the Jūra River were built while
constructing the road Saint Petersburg-Karaliaučiusvia Joniškis, Šiauliai, Tauragė in 1836-1858. In 1876-1890 eighty
nine bridges were replaced with cast-iron pipes on the road Joniškis-Šiauliai-Tauragė and fifty one bridges were
dismantled after the embankment was built.

At the end of the XIX century and beginning of the XX centuryalot of bridges were constructed. While
building the railway Saint Petersburg-Warsaw in 1859-1862, a lot of big metal railway bridges were built. The biggest
of them is Žaliasis (Green) Railway Bridge across the Nemunas River in Kaunas city. At the same time 1400 m long
railway tunnel was excavated and has been used until our days. During the construction of the railway line Liepoja-
Romnai in 1871-1873, bridges across the Neris River, the Nevėžis River, the Venta River were built. While constructing
the railway Varėna-Gardinas, bridges across the Merkys River and the Nemunas River near Alytus town were built.

After the declaration of independent Lithuanian in 1918, the Lithuanian Road Board was established in the same year.
lt took care after the overland roads and bridges and continued construction of bridges on the main roads all over Lithuania.

The narrow-gauge railway lines were constructed in 1918-1937 and there were about 20 bridges built on its lines.

After World War I first of all the railway bridges were rebuilt and only afterwords motor road bridges were
restored. In 1920-1940 timber bridges were being replaced with the reinforced concrete and steel ones. All in all
about 20 km of bridges were reconstructed or newly built during this periodo

During World War II very many bridges were blown up but after the war the destroyed bridges were recon-
structed and got back their original view.

In 1998 there were 1526 bridges on the main roads in Lithuania, 1449 bridges were made of reinforced
concrete, 71 bridges were metal and 6 - timber bridges. Their totallength was 48006 m .Today there are 4010 bridges
in Lithuania. There are 38 old bridges important to Lithuanian history and culture. They belong to the register of
cultural heritage of real estate of the Republic of Lithuania.

The railway bridge (359 m long, 8,9 m wide) across the Nemunas River in Kaunas city was constructed in
1862. It was damaged greatly during World War I and II (1914,1944) but was reconstructed.

The longest railway bridge is 570 m long and 42 m high. It is the railway bridge across the Dubysa River near
Lyduvėnai settlement in Raseiniai region built in 1918. In 1944 it was blown up and reconstructed in the first post-war years.

The longest motor road bridge is 494 m long. It joins the banks of the Nemunas River in Jurbarkas.

The widest bridge is built across the Neris River in Vilnius near Pedagogical University. It is 32 m wide, 204,5 m
long and has six traffic lanes. The bridge was opened in 1979.

The oldest bridge in Lithuania is the Pakruojis Manor Bridge across the Kruoja River. The unique bridge was
started to be built in 1821. It is the five-arch dolomite bridge that has become the symbol of Pakruojis town. According to
the Roman tradition the arches are used both for the river flow and the bridge rail. In 2000 the bridge was restored and
gained its original view.

The book is not an encyclopaedic publication. The goal of the book is to show the changes of Lithuanian
bridges after the storms of the World Wars, the development of bridge construction technologies and architecture.
Lots of bridges exist in photos, drawings and memories. The almighty time carries away the names of the constructors
into the oblivion. The bridges in the book are selected across the main rivers of Lithuania from the author's collection of


over 5000 postcards and photos.
	Parengė: Publikuoti ELIP gautas Henriko Kebeikio sutikimas.








Sudarytojai, rašytojai ir redaktoriai
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